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Germantown ,  Sept.  13 th,  1858. 


REV.  HORACE  0.  TTINSDALE 


Dear  Sir : — 

The  Sermon  preached  by  you 
on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  our  new  Chapel,  contained  such  a  com¬ 
plete  History  of  our  Church  from  its  organization,  that  we  feel  desirous  of  fur¬ 
nishing  every  family7  in  the  Congregation  with  a  copy  of  it. 

Believing  that  they7  will  prize  it  for  its  lessons  of  instruction,  and  that  the 
cause  of  truth  will  be  promoted  by  its  publication,  we  earnestly  request  yrou 
to  place  the  manuscript  in  our  hands  for  that  purpose. 

Very  truly, 

Your  friends, 


T.  BROOM  SMITH, 

JOS.  B.  BARRY, 

GEO.  HEBERTON, 

F.  A.  VANDYKE,  Jr. 

P.  F.  If  AGAR, 

WM.  Y.  HEBERTON, 

JOHN  W, 


E.  MAXWELL, 

JOS.  G.  MITCHELL, 
CHAS.  F.  BURGIN, 

J.  S.  HELFENSTEIN, 
WM.  F.  SMITH, 
EUGENE  L1NNARD, 
GIBBS. 


Germantown ,  Pa.  Sept.  21st,  1858. 

Gentlemen  : — 

I  place  at  your  disposal,  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  Sermon 
referred  to  in  your  note.  Notwithstanding  the  defects  and  blemishes  which  a 
critical  eye  may  discover  in  it,  I  venture  to  hope  that  it  will  be  prized  by  the 
members  of  the  congregation — to  whom  I  affectionately  inscribe  it — as  a  me¬ 
mento  of  an  interesting  and  joyful  occasion.  Believe  me,  gentlemen, 

Faithfully  yours, 

HORACE  G.  HINSDALE. 

To  Messrs.  Smith,  Barry,  Heberton  and  others. — 


IIAGGAI  I.  14. 


“And  the  LORD  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  2Cer\xhhahel,  the 
son  of  Shealtiel,  governor  of  Judah,  and  the  spirit  of 
Joshua  the  son  of  Josedech,  the  high  priest,  and  the  spiv 
it  of  all  the  remnant  of  the  people  ;  and  they  came  and  did 
work  in.  the  house  of  the  LORD  of  Hosts,  their  God.” 


I  cannot  err,  my  friends,  in  believing  that  you  ex¬ 
perience  to  day  a  peculiar  joy  in  assembling  for  the 
worship  of  our  God.  It  is  both  natural  and  right  to 
rejoice  over  the  successful  issue  of  labors  well  and  wor¬ 
thily  directed.  We  are  so  formed  that,  except  some 
evil  passion  get  the  mastery  of  us,  we  cannot  contem¬ 
plate  without  a  glow  of  pleasure  the  triumphs  of  hon¬ 
orable  and  persevering  toil.  For  this  cause,  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  men  struggling  for  liberty,  or  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  violated  rights — the  peaceful  victories  of  com¬ 
merce — the  discoveries  of  science — the  cunning  inven¬ 
tions  of  art — have  always  been,  and  will  always  be, 
while  human  sympathies  and  affections  remain,  occa¬ 
sions  of  festivity  and  congratulation. 

If  this  be  accepted  as  a  general  law,  how  obvious  is 
its  application  to  the  accomplishment  of  an  undertak¬ 
ing  designed  to  promote  the  spiritual,  and  therefore  also 


necessarily  the  temporal,  welfare,  not  only  of  those  im¬ 
mediately  concerned  in  it,  but  likewise  of  a  multitude 
of  others  for  many  ages  to  come : — an  undertaking 
which,  regarded  in  its  every  aspect,  is  one  of  pure  be¬ 
nevolence  ;  and  which,  because  it  links  itself  on  the  one 
hand  with  the  invitations  and  promises  of  a  reconciled 
God,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  with  the  eternal  blessedness 
of  many  immortal  souls,  is  more  sublime  than  any  other 
that  can  employ  our  thoughts,  or  call  into  strenuous 
exercise  the  combined  energies  of  our  nature. 

Therefore,  you  do  well  to  be  glad  to  day.  Angels,  who 
study  the  unfolding  purposes  of  Divine  mercy,  are  glad 
that  another  sanctuary  is  opened,  where  the  Gospel  of 
a  crucified  Redeemer,  the  wisdom  and  power  of  God 
unto  salvation,  may  be  proclaimed  to  men.  Yea — we 
reverently  affirm — the  Son  of  God,  our  Lord  and  Sa¬ 
viour,  is  glad  that  zeal  for  his  glory  has  led  to  the 
building  of  this  house,  where,  through  his  ambassadors, 
he  may  evermore  utter  the  entreaties  of  his  love,  and 
where,  by  the  ministry  of  the  Comforter,  he  may  re¬ 
veal  his  presence  to  his  waiting  people,  and  draw  them 
closer  to  himself  in  a  living  eternal  union.  You  could 
not  cherish  any  other  emotion  than  gladness,  without 
repressing  the  instinctive  promptings  of  your  own  hearts. 
You  could  not  fail  to  render  obedience  to  the  command, 
“Enter  into  his  gates  with  thanksgiving,  and  into  his 
courts  with  praise ;  be  thankful  unto  him  and  bless 


his  name”,  without  incurring  the  charge  of  ungrateful 
indifference  to  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  our  Heaven¬ 
ly  Father.  For,  brethren,  will  you  not  agree  with  me 
in  saying  that  our  enjoyment  this  day,  in  which  mem¬ 
ories  of  the  past  and  hopes  of  the  future  are  mingled 
with  our  present  experiences,  is  the  more  sweet  and 
lofty  because  it  must  take  the  form  of  thanksgiving, 
finding  its  truest  expression  not  at  all  in  ascriptions  of 
praise  to  ourselves,  but  rather  to  Him  from  whom  com- 
eth  down  every  good  and  every  perfect  gift  ?  While 
we  rejoice,  we  do  not  boast.  As  we  look  upon  this  good¬ 
ly  structure,  we  may  not  cry — “Our  power  and  the 
might  of  our  hands  have  gotten  us  this  wealth” — but 
must  confess — “  The  excellency  of  the  power  is  of  God, 
and  not  of  us.”  For  whence  came  your  desire  and  de¬ 
termination  to  form  a  new  church  in  this  place  ?  How 
came  it  to  pass  that  a  sufficient  number  were  found,  rea¬ 
dy  to  band  themselves  for  the  labor  and  trials  of  the 
enterprise  ?  Whence  your  ability  to  carry  your  deter¬ 
mination  into  effect  ?  Whence  the  good  taste,  the  in¬ 
telligence,  and  the  wisdom,  that  have  guided  your 
plans  ?  How  have  difficulties  been  removed,  and  oppo¬ 
sition  disarmed?  To  what  is  due  the  harmony,  the 
Christian  sympathy  and  fellowship,  that  have  character¬ 
ized  you  from  the  beginning  until  now,  and  have  enter¬ 
ed  so  largely  into  your  prosperity  as  a  church  ?  Ah ! 
brethren,  these  questions  answer  themselves.  You  are 


truly  exalted  to  day,  only  in  being  truly  bumbled. 
You  are  most  highly  honored  in  confessing  that  the  In- 
linite  and  Eternal  God  has  condescended  to  work  in 
you  and  through  you.  Out  of  full  hearts  it  becomes 
you  to  exclaim — “What  hath  God  wrought !”  “Not  un¬ 
to  us,  0  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  give  glo¬ 
ry,  for  tliy  mercy  and  for  thy  truth’s  sake!”  “0  give 
thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good;  for  his  mercy  en- 
dureth  for  ever!”  “Of  him,  and  through  him,  and  to 
him  are  all  things ;  to  him  be  glory  forever.  Amen.” 

It  is  left  for  others,  abler  than  myself,  to  address  you, 
in  the  remaining  serv  ices  of  the  day,  fully  and  instruc¬ 
tively  upon  appropriate  themes.  Mine  is  the  humbler, 
but  not  less  grateful  task,  of  endeavoring,  in  a  familiar 
(I  may  be  pardoned  if  also  in  a  somewhat  discursive) 
way,  to  call  to  mind  the  events  of  our  brief  history, 
and  to  set  before  you  the  lessons  which  they  teach. 

I.  OUR  HISTORY. 

The  information  which  I  have  been  able  to  gather 
justifies  the  assertion,  that  one  year  ago  from  this  Sab¬ 
bath — whose  peaceful  sky  looks  down  upon  our  complet¬ 
ed  Chapel — no  person  or  association  of  persons  seriously 
entertained  the  design  of  forming  a  new  Presbyterian 
Church  in  this  place.  Such  an  undertaking  had  indeed 
been  occasionally  thought  of,  and  even  recommended, 
but  no  steps  had  ever  been  taken  towards  its  accomplish- 
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ment.  At  length  it  became,  for  obvious  reasons,  the 
imperative  conviction  of  a  number  of  Christian  men, 
attached  to  the  doctrines  and  order  of  our  Church,  and 
solicitous  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  their  families,  that 
there  was  an  urgent  call  as  well  as  ample  room  for  an¬ 
other  church  of  our  denomination.  This  conviction, 
deliberately  formed,  was  carried  into  effect,  not  hastily 
nor  rn silly,  but  promptly,  in  the  spirit  of  the  command, 
“  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy 
might.”  Although  winter  with  its  many  disadvantages 
was  hastening  on,  and  commercial  embarrassment  and 
distress  were  agitating  the  community,  there  was  no  in¬ 
clination  to  delay  the  movement  until  a  more  favorable 
season.  On  the  twenty-first  day  of  November  last,  a 
meeting  of  the  persons  especially  interested  was  held  at 
a  private  house,  when,  after  an  interchange  of  opinions, 

it  was  resolved — That  we  lierebv  form  ourselves  into  an 

%/ 

association  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  a  new  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Germantown,  to  be  under  the  care  of 
the  Second  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  after  an  organi¬ 
zation  shall  have  been  effected  by  that  body ;  and  that 
on  the  first  Sabbath  in  December  we  will  proceed  to 
hold  religious  services,  to  be  conducted  by  such  minis¬ 
ters  from  the  city  and  elsewhere  as  can  be  obtained, 
provided  suitable  arrangements  can  lie  made ;  and  that 
we  will  organize  a  Sunday  School.”  At  the  same  time, 
Committees  were  appointed  to  secure  a  room  for  the 
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'■“■holding  of  Sabbath  services,  to  obtain  supplies  for  the 
pulpit,  and  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  an  eligible  site  for 
the  erection  of  a  Church,  Chapel  and  Parsonage.  On 
Sunday,  the  fifth  day  of  December,  1857,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  met  for  their  first  public  service  in  a  church  edifice 
(belonging  to  the  Mennonists)  on  Main  Street,  which 
had  been  rented  for  temporary  use.  As  though  God 
would  try  the  faith  and  courage  of  his  servants,  a  storm 
raged  during  the  whole  day.  Notwithstanding,  forty- 
seven  persons  were  present  in  the  morning,  to  whom 
an  appropriate  discourse  was  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Leyburn.  Such  was  the  humble,  the  obscure  beginning; 
of  a  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  destined,  as  we  trust,  to  live 
and  to  bless  the  world  until  our  Lord  shall  come  again. 
Who  shall  tell  the  doubts  and  the  beliefs,  the  fears  and 
the  hopes,  that  battled  in  the  breasts  of  that  little  com¬ 
pany,  now  fairly  embarked  upon  a  sea  of  anxiety  and 
toil  ?  Who  shall  describe  the  contending  emotions  of 
their  hearts  at  thus  severing  their  connection  with 
churches  about  which  were  clustered  so  many  sweet  re¬ 
membrances,  so  manv  hallowed  associations  ?  Who 
shall  say  what  prayers  for  light  and  guidance  rose  to 
the  listening  ear  of  a  merciful  Father  in  Heaven — what 
determinations  were  formed — what  burdens  rvere  lifted 
from  heavy-laden  souls — what  serene  light  broke  in 
upon  minds  clouded  with  ill-defined  apprehensions — 
what  peacefulness,  and  hope,  and  calm  assurance  of  ul- 
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timate  success  gained  the  victory  at  last  over  misgiving 
and  doubt?  But  this  is,  and  must  remain,  a  part  of 
the  unwritten  history  of  the  church,  known  only  to 
Him  who  “searcheth  the  heart.” 

A  meeting  of  the  Second  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia, 
duly  called,  was  held  in  Germantown  on  the  seven¬ 
teenth  of  December,  before  which  was  laid  a  petition, 
with  thirty  names  attached,  for  “  the  organization  of  a 
church  in  the  western  part  of  the  town,  to  be  known 
as  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  of  Germantown.” 
The  minutes  of  the  Presbytery  record  the  action  of 
that  body  as  follows  : — “  The  petitioners  were  heard, 
and  also  those  opposed  to  this  movement,  after  which 
a  motion  was  made  by  I)r.  Steel,  and  seconded  by  Dr. 
Neill,  that  a  Committee  of  three  ministers  and  two  el¬ 
ders  be  appointed  to  organize  a  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Germantown,  if  the  way  be  clear;  which 
after  discussion,  was  adopted  nem-con.”  At  a  congre¬ 
gational  meeting  held  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  the  charter  of  the  church  was  adopted,  and 
seven  Trustees,  one  Ruling  Elder,  and  two  Deacons 
were  in  due  form  chosen.  On  the  evening  of  Thursday, 
December  thirty-first,  1857,  the  committee  of  Presby¬ 
tery,  (James  Wood,  D.  D.,  and  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Mur¬ 
phy  and  Beggs)  being  present  by  appointment,  twelve 
persons,  after  solemn  devotional  exercises,  were  at  their 
own  desire  enrolled  members  of  the  new  church — four 
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from  the  Arcli  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  two  from  the  Clinton  Street  Presbyterian  Church, 
three  from  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Richmond, 
Philadelphia,  and  three  from  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Germantown.  Five  others  would  have  been 
added  to  this  little  company  but  for  their  inability  to 
procure  their  dismissory  letters  in  season.  At  the  same 
time  the  elder  and  deacons  elect  were  properly  inducted 
into  their  respective  offices.  I  desire,  in  passing,  to 
commend  these  numbers  to  the  attention  of  those  who, 
in  their  haste  to  impute  unworthy  motives  to  their 
brethren,  have  sought,  strangely  enough,  to  brand  this 
movement  not  only  as  ill-timed,  but  as  intended  to  do 
injury  to  the  existing  churches  of  the  place. 

Thus  the  history  of  our  church  as  organized,  com¬ 
menced  with  the  present  year.  On  the  eighth  of  March 
a  pastor  was  elected,  who  entered  upon  his  duties  on 
the  first  Sabbath  in  May.  It  deserves  to  be  noted,  as 
indicative  of  the  spirit  which  prevailed,  that  up  to  this 
time  the  regular  services  of  the  Sabbath  day,  and  the 
exercises  of  the  Sunday  school,  had  been  maintained 
without  intermission,  and  a  weekly  prayer  meeting  held 
under  the  conduct  of  members  of  the  church. 

Preparations  for  laying  the  foundations  of  this  building 
were  begun  on  the  second  of  April  last.  Adverse  wea¬ 
ther  retarded  the  progress  of  the  laborers  for  a  time, 
so  that  our  hopes  of  its  completion  a  month  earlier  than 
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the  present  date  could  not  be  realized.  But  at  this  we 
have  neither  the  right  nor  the  inclination  to  murmur. 
In  the  good  providence  of  God,  the  work  went  prosper¬ 
ously  and  steadily  forward.  The  builders  felt  a  just 
pride  in  carrying  out  the  beautiful  conception  of  the 
architect.  And — what  was  of  essential  importance — a 
strict  and  watchful  supervision  was  daily  exercised  by 
men  of  refined  taste  and  sound  judgment,  who,  while 
refusing  to  tolerate  a  “  penny-wise  and  pound-foolish” 
economy,  suffered  on  the  other  hand  no  lavish  or  waste¬ 
ful  expenditures.  As  a  natural  result,  solidity,  comfort, 
and  elegance,  have  been  secured  to  an  unwonted  degree. 
The  eye  that  rests  with  delight  upon  the  faultless  pro¬ 
portions  of  the  exterior  of  the  edifice,  is  delighted  no 
less  with  the  harmony  and  keeping  of  its  interior.  It 
may  also,  on  the  week  day  and  on  the  Sabbath,  read  an 
impressive  lesson.  Let  the  massive  foundations  remind 
us  of  the  Living  Stone,  the  Rock  of  Ages,  whereon  the 
spiritual  Temple  is  built.  Let  these  steadfast  walls  be 
emblems  of  the  strength  and  beauty  of  Christian  union, 
as  well  as  of  the  abiding  truth  of  the  doctrines  which 
we  hold  and  teach  as  essential  to  the  nourishment  and 
growth  of  the  Christian  life.  Let  these  appliances  of 
comfort,  these  chaste  decorations,  bear  witness  that  we 
also  cherish  the  affectionate  devotion  which  filled  the 
heart  of  David  when  he  sorrowfully  cried, — “  See  now, 
I  dwell  in  a  house  of  cedar,  but  the  ark  of  God  dwell- 
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eth  within  curtains;” — the  determination  that  while 
our  own  habitations,  through  the  divine  bounty,  are 
crowded  with  things  useful  and  attractive,  we  will  not 
he  so  ungrateful  as  to  suffer  the  house  of  our  God  to  ap¬ 
pear  neglected,  cheerless  and  repulsive.  And  let  the 
symmetry  and  grace  of  the  whole  structure  symbolize  the 
beauty  of  holiness  with  which  a  union  with  Christ  by 
faith,  and  a  vigorous  and  consistent  piety,  ever  adorn 
the  life  of  the  sincere  believer. 

This  sketch  would  be  incomplete,  were  no  mention 
made  of  the  fact  that  without  reservation  we  to-day 
dedicate’  our  Chapel  to  God  as  the  gift  of  his  children’s 
love.  No  man  can  lay  claim  to  a  stone  or  a  timber  of 
it.  Our  undertaking  is  encumbered  by  no  debt.  For 
the  lot,  affording  room  for  a  Church  and  Parsonage,  be¬ 
sides  the  Chapel,  $2500  have  been  paid.  The  Chapel  in 
all  has  cost  $4000,  including  $500  expended  for  furniture 
by  the  ladies  of  the  congregation,  out  of  the  amount  ($720) 
realized  by  their  fair.  When  it  is  remembered  that 
this  aggregate  of  $6500,  together  with  the  sums  needed 
for  the  current  expenses  of  the  church,  has  been  raised 
within  the  last  eight  months,  in  an  unfavorable  condi¬ 
tion  of  commercial  affairs,  it  must  be  admitted  that  en¬ 
ergy  and  zeal,  and  Christian  liberality  have  been  active¬ 
ly  at  work.  And  here  it  is  fitting  to  acknowledge  the 
kindness  of  those,  not  of  our  own  number,  who  have, 
in  whatever  way,  helped  forward  our  endeavor.  May 


they  never  want  the  richest  blessings  of  Him  who  has 
said  that  the  giving  of  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  the  least 
of  his  disciples,  as  such,  shall  never  go  without  its  re¬ 
ward. 


II.  OUIl  POSITION. 

I  beg  leave,  before  taking  a  brief  notice  of  the  les¬ 
sons  of  the  history,  to  say  a  few  words  concerning  our  po¬ 
sition.  We  claim  to  be  a  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  warm¬ 
ly  and  conscientiously  attached  to  the  government  and 
doctrines  of  our  own  denomination,  believing  them  to 
be  scriptural  and  well  adapted  to  secure  the  great  ends 
for  which  the  people  of  Christ  have  been  gathered  into 
a  visible  community.  We  have  associated  ourselves 
for  our  own  spiritual  improvement,  and  for  promoting 
the  general  interests  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom  in  this 
place  and  throughout  the  world.  Our  conviction  of  the 
wisdom  of  our  action,  assured  from  the  first,  is  daily 
strengthened  by  the  approval  of  judicious,  disinterested, 
and  able  men,  by  the  favoring  testimony  of  conscience, 
and  by  the  gracious  providential  dealings  of  our  God. 
Our  ruling  motive,  as  we  humbly  trust,  and  dare  to  as¬ 
sert,  is  love  to  God  and  to  our  brother  men. 

I  am  aware  that  some  have  entertained  views  of  our 
enterprise  differing  widely  from  these,  not  scrupling  to 
speak  openly  of  it  as  commenced  and  carried  on  with 
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an  unworthy  design.  We  have  no  right,  I  think  I  may 
truthfully  add,  we  have  no  disposition,  to  cherish  the 
slightest  resentment  towards  any  person  or  number 
of  persons  on  that  account.  We  know  that  as  by  an 
invariable  law  of  the  divine  government,  established 
doubtless  for  the  trial  of  faith  and  patience,  every  good 
work  is  accomplished  amidst  reproaches  and  calumnies. 
We  know,  too,  that  an  unchristian  spirit  is  its  own  pun¬ 
ishment,  because  while  it  does  little  mischief  to  those 
against  whom  it  is  directed,  it  unfailingly  recoils  upon 
those  who  foster  it,  to  their  grievous  hurt. 

For  these  reasons,  brethren,  it  becomes  you  to  dis¬ 
arm  such  hostility  by  your  well  doing,  and  not  at  all  to 
use  bitterness  of  speech  or  unkindness  of  behavior — 
“  having”  (to  use  the  language  of  the  Apostle  Peter)  “a 
good  conscience,  that  whereas  they  speak  evil  of  you, 
as  of  evil-doers,  they  may  be  ashamed  that  falsely  accuse 
your  good  conversation  in  Christ;  for  it  is  better,  if  the 
will  of  God  be  so,  that  ye  suffer  for  well-doing  than  for 
evil-doing.”  If  any  choose  to  hold  that  men,  at  much 
expense  and  trouble,  will  build  a  church  and  sustain 
a  Christian  minister  from  a  desire  to  retard  the  cause 
of  Christ; — or,  to  make  the  contradiction  more  evi¬ 
dent,  that  they  will  endeavor  to  weaken  the  domin¬ 
ion  of  the  Saviour,  by  striving  with  all  their  might  to 
strengthen  it : — leave  their  absurdity  to  be  dealt  with 
by  the  common  sense  of  mankind.  For  yourselves,  be 
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content  to  abide  the  scriptural  test — “  The  tree  is  known 
by  its  fruits.” 

With  the  broad  Catholicism  honorably  characteristic 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  equally  removed  on  the 
one  hand  from  sectarian  bigotry,  and  on  the  other  from 
tolerance  of  fundamental  error,  we  shall,  as  occasion 
may  offer,  welcome  the  ministers  of  evangelical  Churches 
to  our  pulpit,  and  their  members  to  our  communion-ta¬ 
ble,  and  to  all  the  privileges  of  Christian  fellowship  en¬ 
joyed  by  us, — whether  others  see  fit  to  withhold  from  us 
such  exhibitions  of  brotherly  kindness,  or  not.  Let  us 
seek  no  controversy  with  any.  Let  us  never  descend  from 
our  great  work  to  engage  in  the  petty  quarrels  (petty  in 
their  causes,  not  in  their  effects)  which  divide  the  house¬ 
hold  of  faith.  Let  us  neither  invite  opposition  nor  fear  it. 
“  God  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  a  very  present  help  in 
trouble.”  As  we,  another  band,  join  the  militant  host  of 
the  Captain  of  Salvation,  we  read,  in  golden  letters,  upon 
our  banner — “If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us  ?” 
Let  us  then  resolve,  that,  with  Divine  grace  assisting  us, 
we  will  on  no  account  permit  ourselves  to  be  drawn  aside 
from  the  great  conflict  with  evil,  until  our  Lord  from 
his  throne  in  heaven  shall  call  us,  watcliworn  and  wea¬ 
ry,  to  put  our  armor  off.  and  rest  with  him. 

Brethren,  in  thus  describing  our  history  and  position, 
I  have  not  intended  to  utter  one  vain-glorious  word. 
Concerning  the  former  I  have  said  no  more  than  grati- 
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tude  to  Him  wlio  has  so  richly  blessed  us,  seemed  to  re¬ 
quire.  As  to  the  latter,  my  attempt  has  been,  both  to 
declare  to  the  world  our  motives  and  aims,  and  to  re¬ 
mind  you  of  the  duties  which  you  are  as  Christians,  in 
your  present  relations,  solemnly  bound  to  discharge,  and 
of  the  pledges  which  you  are  solemnly  bound  to  redeem. 

III.  ENCOURAGEMENTS  ANI)  DANGERS. 

In  the  third  and  concluding  division  of  my  address, 
suffer  me  to  ask  your  attention,  first,  to  the  encourage¬ 
ment,  and  then  to  the  admonition,  conveyed  to  us  by 
the  truths  which  have  been  set  forth.  The  encourage¬ 
ment  is  three-fold : — 

1.  God  himself  summoned  you  to  the  work,  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  which  you  celebrate  to-day.  This  idea  has 
been  in  a  measure  anticipated  in  some  former  remarks. 
I  need,  therefore,  only  give  greater  clearness  to  the  as¬ 
sertion  of  it,  by  a  reference  to  the  language  of  the  text. 
“The  Lord,”  writes  the  prophet,  “stirred  up  the  spirit 
of  Zerubbabel,  and  the  spirit  of  Joshua,  and  the  spirit 
of  all  the  remnant  of  the  people,  and  they  came  and 
did  work  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  their  God.” 
A  figure  is  used  here  which  hardly  appears  in  the  ver¬ 
sion.  It  is  that  of  the  stirring  and  awakening  of  a 
sleeping  person,  and  aptly  teaches  what  is  meant  by  a 
call  of  God  to  any  undertaking.  As  a  man  upon  awa- 
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king,  sees  and  knows  what  he  did  not  see  and  know  du¬ 
ring  slumber,  and  has  ability  and  opportunity  to  effect 
what  he  could  not  then  effect ;  so  he  who  is  called  of 
God  is  taught,  in  some  providential  way,  to  perceive  and 
understand,  as  he  did  not  before,  the  desirableness  of 
bringing  a  certain  result  to  pass,  and  has  also  placed 
within  his  reach  the  requisite  means  of  securing  or  help¬ 
ing  to  secure  that  result.  Thus,  as  we  believe,  the 
Lord  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  the  founders  of  this  church. 
He  showed  them  what  needed  to  be  done,  and  how  they 
were  to  do  it.  And  from  the  first,  by  his  manifold  be- 
stowments  of  blessing — by  the  sympathy  and  help,  com¬ 
ing  unexpectedly  sometimes,  with  which  we  have,  in 
his  good  providence,  been  cheered — and  by  the  event 
which  excites  our  joy  to-day — he  has  established  our 
conviction  of  the  wisdom  of  our  course,  and  incited  us 
to  make  yet  further  efforts  for  his  glory.  As  we  think 
upon  these  things,  the  scene  appears  to  change.  We 
stand  with  the  chosen  people  of  Jehovah  upon  the  brink 
of  the  sea.  We  have  beheld  his  mighty  arm  outstretch¬ 
ed  in  our  behalf.  We  have  heard  him  proclaim  himself 
our  covenant  God,  and  have  gazed  upon  his  manifested 
presence.  And  now,  as  if  to  rebuke  every  misgiving, 
to  put  all  doubts  to  flight,  his  voice  thunders  in  our 
ears — “  Speak  unto  the  children  of  Israel  that  they  go 

FORWARD.” 

2.  The  work  itself  brings  us  to  a  more  vivid  and 
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thorough  realization  than  we  could  otherwise  have,  of 
our  community  of  purpose  and  affection  with  the  saints 
of  all  ages  and  lands. 

Love  for  the  sanctuary  has  always  characterized  those 
who  are  worthily  named  the  children  of  God.  It  grows 
with  their  profounder  acquaintance  with  religious  truth, 
the  deepening  tone  of  their  piety,  the  closeness  of  their 
walk  with  God.  With  advancing  years  and  maturing 
holiness,  they  experience  more  and  more  the  precious¬ 
ness  of  the  promise — “In  all  places  where  I  record  my 
name,  I  will  come  unto  you,  and  l  will  bless  you.”  Ani¬ 
mated  by  this  holy  affection,  Abel  offered  his  bleeding  sac¬ 
rifice  before  the  manifested  divine  presence  at  the  gate  of 
Eden;  and  Noah  built  an  altar  upon  going  forth  of  the 
ark;  and  Jacob,  fleeing  his  brother’s  wrath,  anointed  a 
stone  in  the  place  where  he  beheld  in  vision  the  ladder 
reaching  to  heaven  and  angels  upon  it,  the  solitary  place 
that  was  to  him  the  House  of  God  and  the  Gate  of  Heav¬ 
en  ;  and  the  Israelites,  both  men  and  women,  brought  for 
the  Lord’s  Tabernacle,  gold  and  silver  and  brass,  fine 
linen,  precious  stones,  and  spices,  until  they  were  re¬ 
strained  from  bringing  ;  and  King  David  made  diligent 
preparation,  and  set  apart  from  his  private  store  vast 
heaps  of  treasure,  for  the  erection  of  the  Temple ;  and 
Solomon,  zealously  obeying  the  command  of  God,  ful¬ 
filled  his  father's  design  ;  and  the  Jewish  exiles,  return¬ 
ing  homeward  from  Babylonia,  reared  the  walls  of  the 
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second  Temple  amidst  enmity  and  trouble.  Cherishing 
the  same  ardent  attachment  for  places  of  worship  and 
communion  with  God,  however  lowly  their  condition, 
the  first  disciples  were  wont  to  meet  for  prayer  in  the 
“upper  room”  in  Jerusalem  ;  the  early  Christians,  perse¬ 
cuted  and  outcast,  gathered  together,  under  cover  of 
midnight  darkness,  in  caves  or  lonely  burial  places ; 
the  Covenanters  of  Scotland  sang  and  prayed  and  feast¬ 
ed  their  souls  upon  the  doctrines  of  the  Word,  in  rocky 
fastnesses  or  on  heathery  moors.  And  in  times  of  pros¬ 
perity  and  peace,  the  followers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  have 
taken  delight  in  erecting  sanctuaries,  humble  or  stately, 
according  to  their  poverty  or  wealth,  and  in  setting 
them  apart  with  solemn  prayers  to  the  service  of  the 
Most  High  God. 

Therefore,  brethren,  we  seem  not  alone  to-day.  We 
realize  the  communion  of  saints.  We  feel,  as  we  have 
not  felt  before,  that  one  life  pervades  the  mystical  body 
of  Christ — that  its  members  are  one  in  their  disposi¬ 
tions,  their  affections,  their  desires.  We  are  sure  that 
the  Church  in  heaven,  no  longer  knowing  only  in  part, 
and  seeing  as  through  a  glass  darkly,  but  appreciating 
as  we  cannot,  the  importance  of  our  work,  looks  down 
with  deepest  interest  upon  this  House  of  God ;  and  that 
our  brethren  of  the  Church  on  earth,  sundered  far  from 
us  as  many  of  them  are,  include  in  their  daily  peti¬ 
tions — “Hallowed  be  thy  name,  Thy  kingdom  come, 
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Thy  will  he  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven” — all  such 
endeavors  as  this,  to  hasten  the  universal  diffusion  of 
the  Gospel.  Then  as  we  offer  this  day  our  prayer  of 
dedication,  we  pray  not  by  ourselves.  From  every  place 
on  earth  where  dwells  a  true  disciple  of  our  Lord,  a 
hearty  Amen  rises  to  heaven.  And  the  Church  of  the 
Redeemed,  sinless  and  glorified,  takes  up  the  strain,  un¬ 
til,  like  the  voice  of  many  waters,  the  loud  Amen  passes 
from  rank  to  rank,  and  from  host  to  host,  throughout  the 
Eternal  City. 

3.  We  have  been  highly  honored  of  God,  because 
it  is  his  good  pleasure  to  use  the  ordinances  of  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  as  the  principal  means  of  imparting  to  sinful  men 
the  knowledge  of  Redemption,  and  the  quickening  in¬ 
fluences  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

“It  pleased  God,"  wrote  the  Apostle  Paul,  “by  the 
foolishness  of  preaching" — as  worldly-wise  men  regard 
it — “to  save  them  that  believe.”  By  preaching  is  evi¬ 
dently  meant,  in  the  general,  the  oral  proclamation  of 
the  Gospel  to  an  assembly,  whether  large  or  small.  Now 
this  is  no  mere  arbitrary  appointment,  but  is  precisely 
suited  to  the  demands  of  our  peculiar  organization  as 
human  beings.  While  we  holdfast  the  truth,  that  God, 
as  the  Infinite  Spirit,  is  every-where  present,  we  never¬ 
theless,  because  of  our  finite  natures,  and  because  of 
the  influence  which  memory  and  association  exert 
over  us,  have  need  to  look  upon  certain  places  and  oc- 
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casions  as  especially  connected  with  manifestations  of 
the  Divine  presence  and  power.  So  engrossing  are  the 
concerns  of  this  world,  that  few  men  would  ever  take 
thought  of  another,  did  not  the  Sabbath  interrupt  the 
business  of  the  week,  and  the  church  service  call  them 
away  from  their  accustomed  haunts  of  toil  or  pleasure. 
But  when  the  mind  is  dispossessed,  in  some  degree,  of  sec¬ 
ular  cares,  and  surrounding  circumstances  invite  it  to 
reflection  upon  the  great  themes  of  the  Gospel,  and  the 
force  of  example  also  is  brought  to  bear  upon  it,  we 
cannot  wonder  that  it  often  becomes  impressible  by  re¬ 
ligious  truth,  and  is  guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  a  gen¬ 
uine  faith  and  repentance.  Hence  while  we  always 
have  hope  concerning  impenitent  men  who  regularly 
attend  upon  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  we  expect 
little  in  behalf  of  those  who  habitually  refuse  to  enter 
the  house  of  God. 

Moreover,  it  is  in  the  sanctuary,  especially,  that  the 
souls  of  God's  people  are  nourished  with  sound  doctrine. 
It  is  there  that  the  Good  Shepherd  maketh  his  flock  to 
lie  down  in  green  pastures,  and  leadeth  them  beside  the 
still  waters.  The  often  repeated  lessons  become  engra¬ 
ven  on  the  heart.  The  law  of  association  asserts  itself, 
and  the  great  facts  of  Redemption  are  thus  brought 
vividly  before  the  mind.  The  power  of  sympathy  is 
awakened,  as  with  others  we  approach  the  Throne  of 
Grace,  and  mingle  our  voices  in  Christian  hymns.  At 
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the  sacramental  table,  Christ  meets  his  people,  and  in 
their  communion  with  himself  and  with  one  another 
on  earth,  gives  them  a  foretaste  of  a  more  blessed  com¬ 
munion,  hereafter,  in  their  Father's  house. 

But  who  shall  trace  the  influences  of  the  sanctuary 
to  their  far-reaching  results?  They  fasten  often,  almost 
unconsciously  to  himself,  upon  the  little  child,  and,  abi¬ 
ding  with  him  during  the  waywardness  and  foil)*  of  his 
youth,  bring  him  at  length,  with  a  joyous  faith,  to  the 
feet  of  the  Saviour.  They  remind  the  toiling  man  of  busi¬ 
ness  of  his  duty  to  carry  the  principles  and  aims  of  true 
holiness  into  all  his  intercourse  with  the  world.  They 
strengthen  the  weak,  reclaim  the  erring,  embolden  the 
fearful.  They  shed  a  sweet  enduring  comfort,  like  a 
fragrant  balm,  upon  the  wounded  heart  of  the  mourner. 
The  aged  Christian,  while  his  strength  remains,  is  nev¬ 
er  willingly  absent  from  the  Sabbath  assemblage,  be¬ 
cause  there  are  given  to  him,  as  nowhere  else,  conso¬ 
ling  and  animating  promises  in  view  of  approaching 
death.  Eternity  alone  will  disclose  the  full  significance 
of  the  truth,  that  the  “way  of  God  is  in  the  Sanctuary.” 

While,  however,  we  draw  encouragement,  as  we  just¬ 
ly  may,  from  the  pure  and  lofty  sources  of  which  we 
have  briefly  spoken,  let  us  to-day  receive  an  impressive 
admonition  as  well.  It  becomes  us  to  rejoice  with 
trembling.  Prosperity,  whether  in  spiritual  or  in  tem¬ 
poral  things,  is,  through  the  artifices  of  Satan,  never 
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unattended  by  dangers,  which,  though  not  justifying 
terror  or  despair,  ought  to  incite  us  to  prayer  and  watch¬ 
fulness,  and  unwearied  resistance. 

1.  You  are  in  great  danger,  for  example,  of  imagin¬ 
ing  that  your  work  is  now  finished,  and  that  you  may 
lawfully  take  your  ease  henceforth.  Never  was  there 
a  more  grievous  mistake  ;  never  was  a  more  fatal  delu¬ 
sion  contrived  by  the  devil.  It  proceeds  upon  the  as¬ 
sumption,  that  we  have  a  right  to  make  what  use  we 
will  of  our  powers ;  and  that,  by  our  activity  in  the 
cause  of  Christ,  we  are  doing  a  favor  to  the  Almighty, 
which  we  may  continue  or  withdraw,  as  we  please. 
This  is  both  false  and  wickedly  presumptuous.  We 
patronize  the  kingdom  of  Christ !  We  do  a  favor  to  the 
Most  High !  Ah,  brethren,  let  us  remember  that  the 
Infinite  God  has  no  need  at  all  that  we  work  for  him ; 
but  what  must  become  of  us,  did  he  not  permit  us,  for 
our  own  welfare,  so  to  do  ?  Every  Christian  minister 
of  experience  can  tell  you  of  some  church-members 
who,  once  zealous  in  labors,  gave  themselves  over  to  in¬ 
dolence,  and  are  now  slumbering  at  their  posts,  despised 
by  the  world,  a  disgrace  to  the  Church  of  God,  deprived 
of  all  religious  enjoyment,  recreant  to  the  most  solemn 
vows. 

Your  work,  my  friends,  is  not  done ;  it  is,  indeed, 
only  begun.  We  must  have  scholars  and  teachers  for 
our  Sabbath-school.  Exertions  must  be  made  for  the 
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enlargement  of  the  congregation,  from  that  class  of 
persons  whose  affinities  are  with  us,  and  from  that  class 
also  who  have  no  settled  church  relations.  Charitable 
labors,  too,  as  they  may  be  called  for,  must  be  performed. 
The  great  demand  of  our  age  is  for  an  intelligent,  coura¬ 
geous,  aggressive  Christianity.  This,  indeed,  is  the  only 
consistent  Christianity.  The  Master,  pressing  the  affect¬ 
ing  claims  of  his  love,  asks  it  of  you ;  a  perishing  world 
entreats  it  from  you  ;  your  highest  interests  must  suffer 
unspeakably  in  the  want  of  it.  u  No  man  having  put 
his  hand  to  the  plough,  and  looking  back,  is  fit  for  the 
kingdom  of  God.”  “  Ye  are  made  partakers  of  Christ, 
if  ye  hold  the  beginning  of  your  confidence  steadfast 
unto  the  end.”  “  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I 
will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life.”  None  of  us  will  die, 
feeling  that  we  have  done  too  much  for  Christ.  It  is 
to  be  feared,  rather,  that  the  last  hour  of  many  of  us 
will  1)0  saddened  by  the  reflection  that  we  have  done 
too  little. 

2.  You  are  in  danger  also — but  of  this  I  cannot  speak 
at  length — of  losing  somewhat  of  that  spirit  of  union 
and  concord  which  has  hitherto  so  eminently  character¬ 
ized  you.  In  the  midst  of  trials,  reproaches,  hard  la¬ 
bors,  the  hearts  of  Christians  are  bound  together.  Thev 
forget  minor  differences.  They  bear  with  one  another’s 
infirmities.  But  they  too  often  suffer  prosperity  to  make 
them  censorious,  to  feed  their  vanity  and  pride.  In  the 
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name  of  Him  whose  ambassador  I  am,  I  beseech  you  let 
it  never  be  so  among  you.  “  Be  of  the  same  mind  one 
toward  another.  Mind  not  high  things,  but  condescend 
to  men  of  low  estate.  Be  not  wise  in  your  own  con¬ 
ceits.”  “  Let  all  bitterness,  and  wrath,  and  anger,  and 
clamor,  and  evil-speaking,  be  put  away  from  you,  with 
all  malice;  and  be  ye  kind  one  to  another,  tender¬ 
hearted,  forgiving  one  another,  even  as  God  for  Christ’s 
sake  has  forgiven  you.”  “  Be  perfect,  be  of  good  com¬ 
fort,  be  of  one  mind,  live  in  peace,  and  the  God  of  love 
and  peace  shall  be  with  you.” 

We  are  laboring  for  eternity.  Kiches  may  take  to 
themselves  wings.  Worldly  pleasures  may  disappoint 
our  fairest  expectations.  Human  applause  may  fail  to 
satisfy  the  yearnings  of  the  soul.  Our  mortal  bodies 
must  return  to  the  dust  whence  they  were  taken.  These 
walls,  to-day  so  solid,  must  share  the  fate  of  all  material 
things.  Yea,  the  earth  itself,  with  its  gold  and  gems, 
its  towers  and  palaces,  its  beauty  and  grandeur,  shall  he 
burned  with  fire.  But  work  done  for  Christ  never  dies. 
It  layetli  up  a  treasure  in  heaven — an  exceeding  and 
eternal  weight  of  glory — the  gracious  bestowment  of 
our  Lord  upon  all  who  remain  faithful  unto  the  end. 
Therefore,  in  humble  reliance  upon  the  Saviour,  gird 
yourselves  anew  this  day  for  work.  And  when  the  re¬ 
deemed  of  all  nations  are  standing  before  the  throne  of 
the  Lamb,  and  they  are  gathered  there  who,  through 
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the  Word  proclaimed,  the  prayers  offered,  and  the  ef¬ 
forts  made,  within  our  own  beloved  church,  have  at* 
tained  unto  the  life  everlasting,  you  will  rejoice  with 
joy  unspeakable  and  blessed,  that  the  Lord  stirred  up 
your  spirit  to  go  and  work  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  of 
Hosts  your  God. 


